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OCSEA Les Best 
Scholarship 
Now accepting applications!
DEADLINE TO APPLY: APRIL 30, 2026

WHO:

WHAT: 

WHEN:

HOW: 

All OCSEA dues-paying members, their 
dependents and spouses. 
A total of $12,000 in scholarships will be 
awarded in fall 2026.
Applications accepted until April 30, 2026.
Download applications and follow the 
instructions at OCSEA.org/LesBest.

�

OCSEA.org/LesBest

Members submitting a  completed Members’ College Les Best Scholarship application will also be considered for one of two $250 scholarships to be used for textbooks, made possible through the Pat Callanan-Castro Memorial Book Fund.

Memorial BookScholarship

Pat Callanan-Castro Memorial Book Fund

Application 
for the
OCSEA Les Best Members’  College Scholarship 

2026

• Les Best was an Ohio Civil Service Employees Association state officer and former math teacher at the Ohio Veterans Children’s Home. Believing in OCSEA’s dedication to improving the quality of  
life for its members and their children, Best felt  
an obligation to promote higher education and training.   
• In 1989, he proposed that OCSEA begin a  scholarship for the children of active members  

and retirees.• Les Best died that same year, having served OCSEA 
for 10 years as an officer and 22 years as a member of 
its Board of Directors. Best was loved by many and his 
memory and dedication lives on through the Les Best 
Scholarship.

Active OCSEA members who are full-time OR part-time 
undergraduate students are eligible. Two $1,000 awards OR four $500 awards are available 

for the 2026/2027 school year, awarded in the fall. 
Applicants can apply in one category (member, spouse 
or dependent) for the Les Best Scholarship. Applications 
in more than one category will not be accepted.

Scholarship Deadline: April 30, 2026

Who was Les Best?  

Les Best Scholarship

MEMBERS’ COLLEGE

Application 
for the
OCSEA Les Best Spouses’  

College Scholarship 

SPOUSES’ COLLEGE

• Les Best was an Ohio Civil Service 
Employees Association state officer 
and former math teacher at the Ohio 
Veterans Children’s Home. Believing 
in OCSEA’s dedication to improving the quality of  life for its members and their children, Best felt  an obligation to promote higher education and training.   • In 1989, he proposed that OCSEA begin a  scholarship for the children of active members  and retirees.

• Les Best died that same year, having served OCSEA for 10 years as an officer and 22 years as a member of its Board of Directors. Best was loved by many and his memory and dedication lives on through the Les Best Scholarship.

For OCSEA members’ spouses who are undergraduate students entering or already enrolled full-time OR part-time in a college/university. 
Two $1,000 awards OR four $500 awards are available for the 2026/2027 school year, beginning in the fall. Applicants can apply in one category (member, spouse or dependent) for the Les Best Scholarship. Applications in more than one category will not be accepted.

Scholarship Deadline: April 30, 2026

Who was Les Best?  Les Best Scholarship

Application 
for the

OCSEA Les Best Dependents’  

College/Vocational Scholarship 

• Les Best was an Ohio Civil Service 

Employees Association state officer 

and former math teacher at the Ohio 

Veterans Children’s Home. Believing 

in OCSEA’s dedication to improving the quality of  

life for its members and their children, Best felt  

an obligation to promote higher education and training.   

• In 1989, he proposed that OCSEA begin a  

scholarship for the children of active members  

and retirees.
• Les Best died that same year, having served OCSEA 

for 10 years as an officer and 22 years as a member of 

its Board of Directors. Best was loved by many and his 

memory and dedication lives on through the Les Best 

Scholarship.

For OCSEA members’ dependents who are undergraduate 

students entering or already enrolled full-time in a college 

or university; or students entering or enrolled full-time in a 

vocational, trade or technical school or a union apprenticeship. 

Four $2,000 awards OR three $2,000 awards and two $1,000 

awards for the 2026/2027 school year, beginning in the fall. 

Applicants can apply in one category (member, spouse or 

dependent) for the Les Best Scholarship. Applications in more 

than one category will not be accepted.

Scholarship Deadline: April 30, 2026

Who was Les Best?  

Les Best Scholarship

DEPENDENTS’ COLLEGE 

& VOCATIONAL

2026

LEARN MORE AT



LOCAL

Ohio Civil Service
Employees Association

AFL-CIO 
 

390 Worthington Rd.
Westerville, OH 43082

800-969-4702 
www.ocsea.org

Printed in-house by

UNION
BULLETIN
BOARD
NETWORK
UBBN

January 2026January 2026

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!

Being union means family! When 
we are united, we can do anything. 

We thank you for being a part 
of our union family and for your 
leadership in public service.

We look forward to a great 2026!

CHRISTOPHER MABE
PRESIDENT

GERARD “ROCKY” JOLLY
VICE PRESIDENT

KATHY GERSPER
SECRETARY-TREASURER



Online Open Forum
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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Scan QR code 
for details on 
uedtrust.org 
and apply for 
benefits today!

Online Open Forum
Join us on Thursday, January 22nd  for our next Online Open 
Forum featuring a demo on applying for UET benefits! Watch 
your inbox for a sign-up link in an upcoming OCSEA e-newsletter.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Eligible State bargaining unit employees can get 

up to $8,000 each year 
for education and training! 

UET provides financial assistance to pay tuition and mandatory fees 
every fiscal year with these programs:

To apply or for more information, visit uedtrust.org or call 866-436-7900

$5,000

$2,000

$1,000

Career Improvement Program

Professional Enhancement

Computer Application Training
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Capture QR 
Code to  
access all  
OCSEA  
member-only 
discounts and 
perks!

Scan QR Code to visit the website now

Tuition Discounts on 250+ Programs

Flexible Learning Options

FLEXIBLE. 
AFFORDABLE. 
DESIGNED FOR UNION 
MEMBERS & FAMILIES.

Interested in exploring opportunities for professional develop-
ment or personal growth, or is a family member ready to head 
off or return to college? As an OCSEA member, you and your 
family (including extended family) have access to discounted 
tuition rates for college degrees and certificates. 

OCSEA partners with Employee Benefit Systems (EBS) 
to offer discounted tuition of up to 50% off at 5 in-network 
colleges! Choose a college to get started, or get matched with 
a college and program that’s right for you. Earn an associate, 
bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral degree or certificate and SAVE! 

•	 100% Online or On Campus
•	 Part-Time or Full-Time Classes Available
•	 Multiple Start Dates
•	 Stackable Credentials
•	 Maximize Transfer Credit

CHOOSE FROM 
5 IN-NETWORK 
COLLEGES:

OR, REQUEST A 
MATCH TO YOUR 
PERFECT PROGRAM!
Scan below for details

DISCOUNT COLLEGE
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On MLK Day, millions of Americans honor Dr. King’s 
legacy by coming together for a national day of 

service and dialogue. Make it a day on, not a day 
off. Find or host an MLK Day opportunity near you.
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Save the
dates!

2026 
CONFERENCES

CMCA Conference

WAC Conference

Steward Conference

President’s Conference

Veteran’s Conference

MARCH 6TH - 7TH

MAY 1ST - 2ND

JUNE 5TH - 6TH

JULY 11TH

NOVEMBER 13TH-14TH

In Cleveland

In Mt. Sterling

In Lewis Center

In Columbus

Location TBD
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ocsea.org/extras
Get the company code at

New year!
New perks!
ENROLL FOR 2026

More perks. More savings. More of what makes you happy. 

products, services and experiences you need and love.

YOUR COMPANY CODE

NEED HELP?  EMAIL US:  CUSTOMERSERVICE@WORKINGADVANTAGE.COM

Enter your company code 
or work email to create
an account

Click Become a MemberVisit WorkingAdvantage.com1 32

START SAVING ON

Access Your 
Employee Perks 
Program Today! 

Electronics � Appliances � Apparel � Cars � Flowers � Fitness Memberships
� Groceries � Hotels � Movie Tickets � Rental Cars � Special Events 

� Flights � Cruises �  Theme Parks and More!  

OCSEAPERKS

More perks. More savings. More of what makes you happy. 

products, services and experiences you need and love.

YOUR COMPANY CODE

NEED HELP?  EMAIL US:  CUSTOMERSERVICE@WORKINGADVANTAGE.COM

Enter your company code 
or work email to create
an account

Click Become a MemberVisit WorkingAdvantage.com1 32

START SAVING ON

Access Your 
Employee Perks 
Program Today! 

Electronics � Appliances � Apparel � Cars � Flowers � Fitness Memberships
� Groceries � Hotels � Movie Tickets � Rental Cars � Special Events 

� Flights � Cruises �  Theme Parks and More!  

OCSEAPERKS

More perks. More savings. More of what makes you happy. 

products, services and experiences you need and love.

YOUR COMPANY CODE

NEED HELP?  EMAIL US:  CUSTOMERSERVICE@WORKINGADVANTAGE.COM

Enter your company code 
or work email to create
an account

Click Become a MemberVisit WorkingAdvantage.com1 32

START SAVING ON

Access Your 
Employee Perks 
Program Today! 

Electronics � Appliances � Apparel � Cars � Flowers � Fitness Memberships
� Groceries � Hotels � Movie Tickets � Rental Cars � Special Events 

� Flights � Cruises �  Theme Parks and More!  

OCSEAPERKS

More perks. More savings.  
More of what makes you happy. 

New to Working Advantage? Getting started is easy.
Maximize your time away from the workplace and get started today.

Start saving on...

Working advantage is here to support your personal and financial well 
being through exclusive deals and limited-time offers on the products, 
services and experiences you need and love.

Electronics  |  Appliances  |  Apparel  |  Cars  |  Flowers  |  Fitness  |  Memberships
Gift Cards  |  Groceries  |  Hotels  |  Movie Tickets  |  Rental Cars  |  Special Events

Subscriptions  |  Flights  |  Cruises  |  Theme Parks  |  and much more!

Visit WorkingAdvantage.com

Click Become a Member

Enter your company code or work 
email to create an account

Capture QR 
Code to  
access all  
OCSEA  
member-only 
discounts and 
perks!

Log-in required


